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Idcircone vager, Scribamg; licenter ; an omnes 


Vifuros peccata putem mea, 
Spem venia cautus ? ———— 


tutus Co iutra 
Horace. 








Highly approve and applaud the Conduct of 
Mr. St——e ; who, fince his Retirement, hath 
funk to the Level of his Party, and found it 
more for his Advantage to Humour, than Re- 
form them. By thefe means his Sufferings will 
add confiderably to the Weight of his Writings ; as 
the Old Puritans usd to befpeak Attention to tlie 
meaneft Trifles and moft wretched Cant in Nature ; 
whenever a Book was Publith'd, whofe Author had 
afs'd thro’ any of thofe legal Chaftifements, which the 
Gists (the moft Arbitrary Ufurpers that ever Tyran- 
niz'd over the Engli/h Tongue) were at that time pleas d 
to call Perfecution. The Principles and Senfes of this 
Gentleman being now exaétly Tally’d to thofe of his 
Friends, cannot fail to have a very good Influence upon 
his Subfcriptions. He has Subfcrib'd to them, and they 
muft Subjcribe to him; for fear of -his reafluming the 
Neutral Office of Cenfor. A Phyfician, who defpairs of 
egy: any Good in the regular Way, is glad to raife 
his Fortunes, by fetting down his Charaéter to the 
common Herd of uacks; and thus in a little time all 
his Writings and Medicines come to be of one Sort, 
and are only Antivencreal, This is Mr. Si———:'s Cafe ; 
who from being the moft univerfal Dealer in Advice 
that ever gave out Publick Bills, is at laft fallen into the 
loweft Oxackery of the Quill, and Trades alrogether in 
Auti-Popery. Y muft own I can have no good Opinion 
of thofe People, who profefs pure Negarives. For this 
feems to be worfe Sophi/fry vl mental Refervation, than 
any thing the Papi/fs themfelves are guilty of. He, 
who will only tell you, what be is not, has fome very 
pood Reafons for refufing to let you know, what he is : 
And perhaps having not yet made his Choice, he is 
willing to keep fo much of his Liberty in referve fill. 
The Spider may fay, he is no Toad ; the Toad, that he 
is no Viper, and the Viper, that he is no Dragon. We 
had a Sett of thefe merry Fellows here in Exgland in 
the Year Fifty Tx, who drew up a Creed coniifling of 
pure Negatives : But tho’ it appear'd by their Words, 
that they profefs'd to difown feveral bad Principles, 
et thofe they did really hold, were never the better for 
it; as more plainly appear'd by their AStions. A Ne- 
gative Religion mutt be 
provd; and he, who chufes his Faith by Aatipah 
makes Spite a Diviner Principle than Grace. Ic isn 
enough for us to fay, We are nor as thefe Papi/ts ; any more 
than it was a fufficient Juftification tor the Pharifee to 
boaft, Thai he was not fuch a one as the Publican: For 
Men are not to be judg’d by Comparifon and Difagree- 
ment with one another, but by the Laws and Rules 
which are fet before them: And therefore whenever I 
hear a Prote/tant at large folemnly profefling, that he 
is No-Papi/?; tho’ I like his Averfion to a corrupt 
Church, yet I cannot be pofitive in his Favour, till 
fs pleas’d to declare himfelf further. But the Whigs cook 
this Leffon from the Mob; who cry out at Flections, no 
Popery! no Pretender! no Slavery! no Wooden Shoes! 
whereby'they think they give their Neighbours a good 
Account of their Principles. And this Method is of 





falfe, becaufe it never ol 


great Uf to. them, by leaving rhem their Choice of 
any Corruptions, which fhall be found ferviceable and 
Convenient, provided they are fuch as never were in 
Fathion at Rome ; or if they are Romifh, provided they 
can give them another Name, and put them off to the 
Rabble, under a new and clofer Ditguife. 

When firft Mr. S——: gave notice of the coming 
out of his Romifh Ecclefiafical H fory, \confcfs my Ea- 
pectations came very near thofe of his Friends; tecaufe 
the Word Hi/fory carries fo many noble Ideas alone 
with it, that } could not imagine any Undertaker of 
common Judgment and Abilities would fo wretchedly 
acquit himfelf of his Propoful, as to Burlefque his own 
very Tisle-Page. The tamous FP. B. the Compiler of 
fo many noble Hiftories and Adventures, always kept 
within the compafs of a Sbillirg ; and {corn’d to Nick 
his Readers of baif a Crofn atime. inf fhimeful a 
manner. Mr. Sim——e hath made a fhift to Tranflate a 
High-Dutch Tranflation of an_Lalian Manujcrip:, con- 
taining a particular Reiation cf ihe Canonization of four 
new Romifb Saints ; and this, with about Fight Pazes of 
his own Invention, isto he call'd A Hifory, But never 
was a well-meaning valuable Word fo miferably traduc’d 
and ridicul’d before! With much the fame Juftice and 


Propriety of Speech, he might have call'd 4 Journal of’. 


the Lord: Mayor's ry (e to Weftminfter, nih one or 
two Harangues of the Aldermen, The True Hijtory of the 
antient and noble City of London. But the better to fer 
off the Grandeur of the Farce, he introduces this /7- 
fiory with a Cu, a Dedication, a Preface, anda large 
Fardle of Contents ; and Tacks an Appendix to the En 
of it (having firft threaten’d us a2 a Second Prt) 
confifting ot teveral Pieces and Fragments, amafs' ro. 
gether by Piracy; viz. A Lift of Popith Coll-ges, My- 
nafterses and Convents for the Englith ; being the Sub- 
ftunce of a Pamphlet lately publithed, and infcrib’d to 
the Examiners The Taxa hae Jeu Cancellarie Aps- 
feolice. Ex-ratks out of Dachersi Spicilegium. The Ora- 
tion OF Sextus Quintus: And a fmall Cllection of jome 
Popifh Tencts and Pofiiions, deftructive of Socie-y, and olf 
the good Ends of Government ? Which always us’d to be 
ee in company with the Fanancks Szyings and 

rinciples to the fame purpofe, till Mr. S.—2 thought 
fit to make the Separation. : 

In the Dedication he tells his noble Patron, that fome 
of thefe Tranjlaions, Abjratls, Coll:itions, 8. contain 
Secret Paffages ; of which the Repeater is extrayagan:!y 
fuppos'd to be the Difcoverer. bie accufes thofe Men 
of, Weaknefs, who ranked fo 200d a Churchman as his 
Lordfhip’s Father among the Waigs. This a Week ago, 
was well enough: Bur ftill, it feems (if Mr. S——.'s 
Opinion goes for any thing) to be ranked among the 
Whigs is no very great Compliment. 

In his Preface, be tries to gffign the Ufes and Rea 
fons of each individual Part of his Hifory. Hig Canc 
nization is indeed as ridiculous a Farce, as he would 
have it, or can make it to be. I know of no Proe- 
fants but our Tallow-Chandlers, who are in @inger of 
being affected with it. Bus an Equivalent harh bees 
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long fince provided for them, by the modern Invention 
of more Orthodox Jilwminarions. He does not take 
notice, whether the Romani/ts drink to the Memory ot 
their dead Saints; tho’ fomething of this Nature is 
hinted at, in his Etymology of the Word Bumper, or 
Bon Pere ; which rather feos to come from Bon Peer, 
or Good Flow. Neither does he mention any thing 
concerning the Popifh Method of reviving the Memory 
of a dead Pope or Cardinal, only to refle& upon and 
abufe the Living. Asto his Lij} of Englifh Seminaries 
abroad, 1 have often declar'd againft that way of Edu- 
cation. Not that I think Doway and St.Omer a Match 
for Oxford and Cambridge : Neither can J entirely agree 
with him where he fays, That Nuns and Women taken 
out of Monafteries, are more fit to fhine m Courts than 
Proteftant Ladies: Or if they are, that their Bright- 
nefs would procure them their Liberty. Our Officers 
(their moft intimate Acquaintance) affure me, that they 
are lefs liable to Grrupt than to be Corrupted : And tor 
this reafon I do not find them reckon’d as Members of 
the Societe de Propaganda. 

I know not how far our Chancery will have regard to 
the Table of Fees fet up by bis Holinefs : But ican affure 
our Author, that we have Sefts among us, who for- 
give a good many of the Sins there recited, upon more 
reafonable Terms ; and account fome of them not only 
Venial, but Meritorious. 

I cannot fay, how far the Indulgence given to Fobn 
and Joan of France, to Peter of Bourbon, and Fibn of 
C:/tie, allowing each of them to foifwear themfelves, 
may he pleaded by the Grand Monarch now in being: 
But till he does that Plea, Ido not think it a proper 
Time te take the ufual Remedy, in order to Over-rule 
ir. Itis probable he has as much regard for the Peace 
of his Kingdovs, as the Popecan have for that of his 
Cinfctence. . 

The King-hilling Oration might fit Bradfbaw's, Lud- 
low’s, Sydney's, or Toland’s Mouth, as well as Sixcss the 
Fifth’s ; notwithftanding the mention therein made of 
the Providence of God : But this Writer is too partial, 
when he takes notice of a Doélrine as purely Romifir, tho’ 
other Charches agree to it, and which is more Gatholick 
than he imagines. 

He is not the fir? who-has Tranfcribed the Morals 
and Civil Opinions of the F.futs. Others have copied 
the Sayings of Sirrancha. Alan, Tolkt, and their Lre- 
thren, more frihfully. Nay, they hove Believed them 
too; and yer retain’d rhe Name ot Prore/tants. 

But this Aa’hor muft not offend his weak Brethren ; 
and tho” he cannot charge our Church with any of 
thefe Corruptions. yet the Clergy muft have a Flirt, in 
revenze for the Indignities put upon the Fidlicn he 
efpoules. He tells his Patron, That cn Power, effected 
by Cereynen, abcve nbat the Lews of cur Country allow 
them, or Ivdetendent of the Sovereign.y_of it, is to him 
Popery. If this were trne, than the Gefpel would be 
Popery ; becaufe it is a diftinét Syftem from the Law, 
and moft certainly Independent cf it, both as ro its 
Founder and Promulgator, its Officers and Minifters, 
and the Ends of its lafiitution. “Tis true, this Gof 
does in no part overthrow the Law, but rather eftablithes 
it: And why then fhould the Lar overthrow any part 
of the Gefpel ? Wretched and Sottith Stupidity: Ice 
this Donghry Cafuift look to his own Hifiry, and tell 
me, if the Law is the Teft of Religion, whether Pe- 
pery, where it is aétually made into a Lm, is lefs Poe 
pery thin it was, and more worthy the Pelief cf a 
Chriian ¢ 

Not content with dry Speculations, Mr. S. : in- 
troduces a Farce between every Att of the Crnoniza- 
tion ; where, by the way we are to take notice, he Ins 
interfper d one or two of his filly Remarks; as that the 
Method of Vuung ty Prey is taken from the Papi/ts, 
and mingled his Wretched Virfion of the Laiian, of 
which rhefe are fome of the Rhimes ; Zeal, Aljuil. 
Ceafc aud thefe fome of the boldcft 











—— Ras, 
Lines. 


By a fell Crew that fougit his innocent Bjood, 
qan with like Heirs of Heaven t’ fuppip our Wants. 
¢ Image of the Saint the Flames revere. 


After this, he goes on to form his Scene of Drollery 
in which he imagines, by meer force of Fiéhon, and alj 
in the middle of a Hijfory, the Pope fet down to drink 
in Company with Four Cardinals, of which Number 
Gualtiert, the fuppofed Protettor of Great Britain, is one, 
The Pope is dreft like a Turk: The Cardinal, who 
fpeaks, has his Eyes and Mouth open’d in Form by a 
proper Officer ; and there are many other Incongruities 
in the Relation, wholly wild and extravagant. The 
bettersto make Gualtieri talk like a Fool, Mr. S$ ——, 
fills his Mouth with fome of his own Reajoning and Po- 
luicks. An his Account of Great Britain, he diftinguithes 
between the Koundbead and Cavalier by Swearing and 
Canting; and from them deduces the modern Whig and 
Tory ; whofe Principles he refolves into a Mi/fake about 
Words only, kepe up for the fake of IJntere/?. He talks 
of the New Converts; applauds Archbithop Tailbrfon ; 
and is, I think, in one place, a little wifer than Mr, 
Si e, by allowing, that the Tories have no more In- 
tention to bring in Popery, than the Whigs. But at the 
laft Conference, juft as the Company get Drunk, Gxal- 
tiers is faid to Divert them, by falling upon fome Points 
of Religion, and then he recires feveral Pafliges out of 
F—ts, L y, ( or, Dodwell, and others; as if 
thefe were the Senfe of the Englifh Church and Clergy ; 
and tho’ fome of them are indeed very unguarded Ex- 
preflions, others plainly deducible from Reafon and 
scripture, and one of them in particular an entire Text, 
and another a Quotaiton from St. Cir yf/fome, yet all of 
them are hudied together as a frantick Effufion, and 
the Suggeftions of Drunkennefs and Folly. At the 
Clofe of Gualtieri’s lait Speech, he rails heavily at she 
New Converts ; and tho’ a Papift, recites the Ribaldry of 
a Whig, much contrary to the Defign of the greater 
Sot of the Two, his Promprer, whofe Bufinefs it was 
to have made the Cerdinal and New Converts talk like 
Friends, if ever he intended to prove (what his Par y 
would have believed) that thefe latter are refolved to 
bring in Popery. 

This is the me of Mr. S ——*’s Performance. Let 
Mankind judge, whether he had not reafon to fay ; 
That iz is imp ffible by any thing, of which he is capable , 
to <biain a patient Fearing frm any, but thofe already of 
the fame Opinion with bimjclf. He therefore pretends to 
carry it as merrily as the bef: But fets out very awk- 
wardly. Such Mirth is forc’d and unnatural ; like the 
Humming of a Song in the height of Difsonrent. I 
acquit him from any Wefign of Alarming. Such in- 
fipid Stuff is a Dofe of another Sort; it will hardly 
ferve (as he qucintly expreffes it) to ring our awakenings 
Jrom firfi Sinmber. The Truth is, any Writer of tole- 
rable Parts and Reading, might expofe Popery. much bet- 
ter than Mr..§:—-hath done: Bur then he fhould not be 
a Whig. For the Confequence turns the Jeft full upon that 
Pariy, Pecaufe the more corrupt and fenfelefs a Syftem 
Popery is (and it is certainly very corrupt and fenfelefs) the 
more the People will be convinced, that no Sete of En- 
£'fomen will offer to Introduce it; nor any Charch (fo tru- 
ly Prozeftant) be ever difpofed to receive it. But the Whigs 
muft write fomething ; and they will put on the Fuci’s 
Cap and Bells, rather than the Court and Minijfry thall 
want Diverfion. : 











ADVERTISEMENT. 
In a few Days will be Publithed, 

x*% The Second and Third Volumes of the 
EXAMINER, printed in a neat Pocket Edition, on 
an Elzevir Letter, and on good Paper. 

Jutt Publifh'd, the Second Edition of 
Letter to the Diffenters. Printed for John Mor- 
phew near Stationers-Hall. Price 6d. Where may 
be had the faid Book in a fmaller Charafer, Price 3d. 





LONDON: Piiatel for Jobs Morphew, neat Stationers-Hall. 1714, 
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